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COSC-1301 Introduction to Computing 

TARRANT COUNTY COLLEGE DISTRICT MASTER SYLLABUS 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Overview of computer systems - hardware, operating systems, the internet, and 
application software including word processing, spreadsheets, presentation graphics, and 
databases. Current topics such as the effect of computers on society, and the history and 
use of computers in business, educational, and other interdisciplinary settings are also 
studied. This course is not intended to count toward a student’s major field of study in 
business or computer science. 

COURSE TYPE 

Academic Non-Core 

COURSE GOALS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will: 

1. Describe the fundamentals of computing infrastructure components: hardware, 
application software, operating systems, and data communication systems. 

2. Delineate and discuss societal issues related to computing, including the guiding 
principles of professional and ethical behavior. 

3. Demonstrate the ability to create and use documents, spreadsheets, presentations, 
and databases in order to communicate and store information as well as to support 
problem solving. 

4. Describe the need and ways to maintain security in a computing environment. 

5. Demonstrate an understanding of the basic hardware components of 
microcomputer systems by 
a. identifying common system unit components; 
b. stating the function of each component; 
c. describing the impact of each component on computer performance; 
d. listing the types of volatile and nonvolatile storage; 
e. naming common peripherals and their uses; 
f. evaluating the user needs and component requirements to make the optimal 

computer purchasing decision. 

6. Demonstrate an understanding of the categories of software and their functions by 
a. examining various types of application software; 
b. evaluating system software for ideal performance across devices; 
c. utilizing file management techniques for efficient file storage and retrieval; 
d. applying system maintenance utilities to improve system performance. 
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7. Demonstrate an understanding of the different types of computer networks and the 
technologies used by 
a. classifying the benefit and function of networks; 
b. identifying the tools of the internet and the World Wide Web; 
c. explaining the use and importance of information security in public and 

private networks; 
d. comparing and contrasting current network technologies; 
e. describing the internet’s impact on society. 

8. Describe the impact and effect of computers on the regional, national, and global 
communities by 
a. listing some of the important historical events in the developments of 

computers; 
b. discussing the impact technology has on people (ergonomics), the 

environment, and common professions; 
c. listing the different categories of computers and their uses; 
d. discussing ethical issues regarding computer usage. 

9. Develop marketable skills using current end-user application software by 
a. analyzing, preparing, and manipulating word processing documents; 
b. analyzing, preparing, and manipulating spreadsheets; 
c. analyzing, preparing, and manipulating simple databases; 
d. analyzing, preparing, and manipulating graphical presentation; 
e. creating a simple web page. 

COURSE ASSESSMENT 

Student success is measured by a variety of assessment techniques aligned with course 
goals and learning outcomes. Individual faculty members are responsible for designing 
evaluation instruments to measure student mastery of course goals and learning 
outcomes and indicating the nature of such evaluation instruments in the instructor’s class 
requirements. 

STUDENT ACCESSIBILITY RESOURCES 

Any student with a documented disability needing academic accommodations is required 
to contact the Student Accessibility Resources (SAR) Office located on each campus to 
schedule an appointment with the Coordinator of SAR. All discussions are confidential. 
Because SAR accommodations may require early planning and are not provided 
retroactively, students are encouraged to contact SAR as early in the semester as 
possible. SAR is responsible for approving and coordinating all disability-related services. 
TCC professors will honor requests for accommodation when they are issued by SAR. 

SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY 

Students are responsible for adhering to the TCCD policy on scholastic dishonesty as 
stated in the online student handbook at www.tccd.edu. 
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RESOURCES 

For additional information regarding the student handbook, academic calendar, course 
evaluations, attendance policy, SCANS skills, Core Competencies, etc., see 
www.tccd.edu. 


