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u  Articulation:  means how courses count toward degree requirements. 

u  What is an articulation agreement? 

u  A formal written agreement 

u  College partnerships 

u  Usually developed between community colleges and four-year degree 
universities, but can be developed between secondary school districts and 
their postsecondary partners. 
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u  Content of articulation agreement 

u  Typically they contain language that either guarantee that an associate 
degree will satisfy all freshman and sophomore general education 
requirements at the four-year university or, specify a list of courses that will 
be treated as equivalent 
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u  What is the purpose of an Articulation Agreement? 

u  Articulate the exact classes a student should complete at the community 
college 

u  To attempt to simplify the college transition, assuming it leads to continued 
enrollment in a four-year institution’s program 
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u  What are the benefits of an Articulation Agreement? 

u  The benefactors of these agreements are: 

u  The student 

u  The sending institution 

u  The receiving institution 
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u  Student benefits 

u  Provide a simplified, guaranteed transfer process for transfer students 

u  They help students begin more defined curriculums 

u  Enables students to transfer from the community college to the university seamlessly 

u  Ensures that students understand exactly which courses will and will not transfer.  Thus, 
students won’t spend a lot of time taking courses at the community college that will not satisfy 
their bachelor’s degree requirements.  Lengthening the time to degree completion is NOT the 
goal of the great majority of students. 

u  Students can save on tuition by completing some of their credits at a lower-cost community 
college; the average community college tuition rate is 40% of the average tuition rate at four-
year public colleges, and 10% of the average tuition rate at four-year private colleges 

u  Students use these agreements to ensure that the courses they complete will not have to be 
repeated at the institution to which they are transferring 

u  Since so many of these agreements are between colleges and universities in the same city and 
state, they offer students the ability to continue toward a four-year degree close to home, at 
an affordable cost. 
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u  Educational institution Benefits 

u  To build strong partnerships between community colleges and four-year institutions 

u  The partnership becomes a binding agreement between a two-year and four-year 
institution. 

u  The agreement outlines specific courses and letter grades completed at the 
community college that will transfer to the university 

u  The community college will serve as a direct feeder to the four-year university 

u  The community college benefits by marketing the acceptability of its program and 
courses 

u  The four-year college benefits by being able to cut recruiting costs 

u  Community colleges can use this as a means of attracting students by promoting 
the ease of transferability between themselves and four-year institutions 
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u  Baylor University (Baylor) 

u  Capella University (CAP) 

u  Our Lady of the Lake University (OLLU) 

u  Prairie View A&M University (PVAM) 

u  Sam Houston State University (SHSU) 

u  Stephen F. Austin State University (SFA) 

u  Texas A&M University – College Station (TAMU) 

u  Texas A&M University – Commerce (TAMU-C) 

u  Texas Southern University (TSU) 

u  Texas State University-San Marcos (TXState) 

u  Texas Tech University (TTU) 

u  Texas Woman’s University (TWU) 

u  University of Houston – Central (UH) 

u  University of Houston – Clear Lake (UHCL) 
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u  University of Houston – Clear Lake (UHCL) 

u  University of Houston – Downtown (UHD) 

u  University of Houston – Victoria (UHV) 

u  University of Houston System – Cinco Ranch (UHS-CR 

u  University of Houston System – Sugarland (UHS-S) 

u  University of North Texas (UNT) 

u  University of St. Thomas (UST) 

u  University of Texas – Arlington (UTA) 

u  University of Texas – Austin (UT) 

u  University of Texas – Dallas (UTD) 

u  University of Texas Health Science Center – Houston (UTH) 

u  University of Texas Medical Branch – Galveston (UTMB) 

u  University of Texas – San Antonio (UTSA) 

u  University of the Incarnate Word (UIW) 
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u  The largest database of transfer articulation agreements can be found at 

Collegetransf.net  

u  (
http://www.collegetransfer.net/Search/
SearchforTransferArticulationAgreements/tabid/141/Default.aspx) 
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u  In summary: 

u  Articulation agreements attempt to simplify the college transition, assuming it 
leads to continued enrollment in a  4-yr institution’s program. 

u  The sending college benefits by marketing the acceptability of their program and 
courses 

u  The receiving college benefits by cutting recruiting costs, and finding college 
ready students to fill seats lost to students who were not retained. 

u  The student/learner benefits by following very specific course plans, thus avoiding 
taking courses that are not applicable.  This will eliminate adhoc enrollment, 
which will reduce wasted course credits, time, and financial cost. 

u  Transfer (articulation) agreements usually narrow the range of course options by 
providing a checklist or sequence of what courses should be taken to satisfy 
degree requirements, while student is attending a community college or online 
school. 


